
This Is Us
Bill, Ann-Renee & Will



Where Our Story Began

“A Town Mouse once visited a relative who lived in the country…”

Ann-Renee lived in a suburb of Dallas, 
Texas. Bill lived in a small Eastern 
Michigan town. Their hearts found each 
other by fate one day in July 1996.

Ann-Renee’s mom was a schoolteacher 
and had summers off, so every year they 
spent their summers in Michigan with
family in the same town where Bill grew
up. (Their families didn’t know each
other.)



Ann-Renee and her friend went to the 
beach one day there in Michigan, and it 
was there and then we first saw each 
other. Neither of us were brave enough to 
go up and talk to the other, flirting with 
each other from a distance. When it was 
time to go, we were both suddenly 
crushed that we’d missed out on our 
chance. I didn’t think I’d ever see him 
again, knowing I had to go home to Texas 
soon.



But, as fate would have it, my friend’s mom who knew Bill secretly gave him my phone 
number. By then, I’d already gone home to Texas. I thought Bill had since long 

forgotten me, but to my total surprise, he called! 

That first phone call turned into many during our high school years. And every 
summer, when Ann-Renee came back to Michigan to visit her family, we would spend 

time together again, falling in love with each other all over again, summer after 
summer, year after year.



But after we graduated high school, we drifted 
apart until a few years later. I called him up out 
of the blue while I was in Michigan again 
visiting. Although time had passed and we’d 
changed in our own ways, our feelings for each 
other hadn’t. We made the commitment then to 
date long distance, Texas to Michigan. 

It was tough yet magical. Our relationship and 
love for each other grew strong enough that our 
future together became a priority for both of us. 
And one day, after a year of dating long 
distance, I told Ann-Renee I was moving to 
Texas! 



We grew up together, from teenagers to 
adults. We bought a home, raised pets, 
started our careers, made friends, found a 
church home, integrated into each other’s 
families…

And then Bill proposed…And then we got 
married…



But There Was No Baby in the 
Baby Carriage

The doctors told us we had a 1% chance of 
getting pregnant. So, with a little 
determination, courage, and a lot of faith and 
prayer, we decided to try any way. We poured 
our time, money, energy and emotions into 
infertility treatments for several years. We just 
kept going and pushing through the pain, the 
tears and heartbreak, the moments of 
hopelessness and despair, disappointments and 
failures, until suddenly…



A Miracle Happened

Our son, Will, was born January 25, 2013. He was 
born healthy and strong, a blessing beyond 

imagination. And even though the days and the nights 
were long – the nonstop feedings, the dirty diapers, 

the spit up, crying/screaming, the sleeplessness – we 
cherished it all because we’d wanted it so badly for so 
long. We love being parents. It’s all we ever wanted -

to be married and have a family together. And once we 
had Will, we were  grateful. 

We are so, so grateful.



But We Aren’t Complete

Part of our wanting another child is because we 
want to give Will a little brother or sister. I know 
we’re biased, but he’s the kind of boy big 
brothers are made of. He’s smart, brave and 
strong – a natural protector. But he’s also gentle 
and incredibly, uniquely loving. He makes friends 
everywhere he goes because he’s so loveable. 

The other part of our wanting another child we 
can’t really explain. It’s the extra bedroom we 
keep empty, the baby things we can’t bring 
ourselves to throw away. It’s a heart tug, an 
empty chair, a longing that doesn’t go away. 

It’s a quiet hope…



That Hope is in Adoption

God answered our prayer by leading us to Vera and ABC Adoption. Vera’s 
compassion for her birth families and adoptive families, her patience and 
support, make it clear to us that we followed this path God has laid out 
for us toward completing our family.

As we wait once again for another miracle, we have 
hope, faith and prayers every day in God’s plan for us, 
for you, and for your and our families.

“We look at adoption as a very sacred exchange. 
It was not done lightly on either side. 
I would dedicate my life to this child.” 

– Jamie Lee Curtis



Thank you for reading our story. 

Thank you for daring greatly by 
opening your heart to us or any other 
family you might choose. 

“You are BRAVER than you believe, 
STRONGER than you seem, 
SMARTER than you think, 
and LOVED more than you’ll ever 
know.”      

– Winnie the Pooh



A Little More About Us

Bill loves animals, cars, pizza, heavy metal music, 
computers and all sorts of technical gadgets. He’s 
very proud of his Italian heritage and is secretly a 
celebrity news and gossip junkie. Bill’s friends and 
family would describe him as especially kind and 
caring, very smart, funny, talkative, sensitive, strong, 
loyal and very affectionate towards those he loves.

Ann-Renee loves reading books, writing, singing, 
music of all types, chocolate and any/every kind of 
dessert, traveling and yoga. She has the same best 
friends now that she did in middle school and high 
school, and she’s very close to her parents, brother, 
sister and nieces. Ann-Renee is a shy, private person, 
but she loves hard. And she’s been known to get 
down on a dance floor.



Will is a hilarious, smart and 
sensitive little boy. He loves 
dancing and singing, anything 
with sugar, Pokémon, 
gymnastics, swimming and 
soccer. Will loves school and he 
loves to learn. He’s strong-
willed, passionate, and full of 
boundless energy. He loves 
playing with his cousins and 
friends. His laugh is contagious, 
and his dimples have been 
known to get him out of trouble!


